Richard "Dick" Beissenherz
September 15, 1927 - July 9, 2019

Richard “Dick” Beissenherz of Lee’s Summit, Missouri, passed away on Tuesday, July 9,
2019 at the Lee’s Summit Medical Center in Lee’s Summit, MO.
Visitation will be held at the St. Luke Evangelical Free Church, 700 West 224 Hwy,
Wellington, MO 64097 on Monday, July 15, 2019 from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Funeral
services will begin directly after at 11:00 a.m. Burial with Military Rites will be in the St.
Luke Cemetery. Memorials are suggested to the St. Luke Evangelical Free Church.
Memories of Dick and condolences for his family may be left on our website at http://www.
LedfordFamilyFh.com or on our Facebook Page. Arrangements have been entrusted to W
alker-Nadler-Fuller Funeral Home, 1720 South Street, Lexington, MO, 64067, 660-259-22
45.
Dick was born on September 15, 1927 in Blackburn, MO to Edwin and Magdalene (Geige
r) Beissenherz. After graduating from Wellington High School in 1945, Dick was drafted int
o the United Stated Air Force the following January. He attended basic training in Texas, r
eceived cryptography training at Scott Field, Illinois and was shipped to the Philippines Isl
ands and worked in the message center coding and decoding messages during WWII. Aft
er being discharged in August of 1947, Dick attended Missouri Valley College in Marshall,
MO earning a teaching certificate. While in college, he met Margaret Westerman and they
united in marriage on July 31, 1954. He worked for the Raytown School District for 35 year
s. Within those years, he was the head basketball coach for 10 years, and also the assista
nt football and track coach. He later became vice-principal and finished his career in admi
nistration. He was a member of St. Luke Evangelical Free Church, the Raytown Kiwanis C
lub, Shriners and the KC Metro Men’s Chorus. In addition to spending time with friends an
d family, Dick enjoyed golfing and traveling.
Dick is survived by one son, David Beissenherz and wife Leanne of Lee’s Summit, MO; on
e brother, Gene Beissenherz and wife Charlene from Wellington, MO; one sister, Lucille F
urkin of Chesterfield, MO; four grandchildren, Megan Luchtel and husband Shane, Michae
l Beissenherz, Kelsey Lee and husband Jeremy, and Kyle Lynch; and two great-grandchild

ren, Carson Luchtel and Madison Lee.
In addition to his parents, Dick was preceded in death by his wife, one daughter, Barbara L
ynch; one brother, Buddy Beisenherz; and one sister, Elizabeth Abdoler.

Comments

“

The last time I saw him was at the hamburger joint on 40hi. I called him & we met
there for lunch. It was a joy to spend time with him. I saw him more after I left school
tha I did when I was in school because I was a good boy who never went into the
office. As a child I was affraid of him because I didn't know what a great fellow he
really was. Gerald B Young was one of his friends who is in Autum Terrace now.
Gerald will be 102 years old next month.

Bruce Shaw Roggy - April 26, 2021 at 05:49 PM

“

Please accept my sympathy in the passing of Mr. Beissenherz.
He too was the Vice Principal when I attended Raytown High School.
I frequently visited his office / several detentions & then was caught (by Mr.
Beissenherz) for skipping class, in 12th grade. He knew I was struggling just to
graduate H.S.
After catching me skipping class, he overlooked the incident, forgave my action. He
let it go, so I could graduate with my classmates.
To this day, I learned a big lesson in life thru him & have always appreciated his
kindness to me.
The world is a better place with him being in it.
Lynda Lyons (1974)

Lynda - July 14, 2019 at 12:19 PM

“

The Beissenherz family holds a special place in the heart. The Mcghee family lived
next door to the Beissenherz family since 1954. Nothing but fond memories and
great respect for Daves parents and his sister Barb.

Tom McGhee - July 11, 2019 at 09:30 PM

“

Rest In Peace Mr, Beissenherz

angela swayze - July 11, 2019 at 08:12 PM

“

I was one of those young men who Mr. Beissenherz allowed to run off his detention.
He ran with me and we spoke the whole run. I have thought of that many times
throughout my life and I appreciate the time he took with a young man like me. RIP
Mr. Beissenherz

Mitch Young - July 11, 2019 at 05:08 PM

“

He was very good and fair man, i was late earned detetion, he knew i liked to run so
he had me run off the time instead, trusted me enough to let me do it on my own, i
didnt want to let him down. R.I.P. Sir, Thank You for doing a GREAT JOB!!

Jim Holt "81" - July 11, 2019 at 02:22 PM

“

Dear David and Family,
I remember your Dad as our Vice Principal. Kind, excellent at his job, supportive of
all your athletic skills. He was also the guy who for detention made students run with
him, all the while getting to know them. He was a bright spot in many lives.
Sincerely,
Myra (Coatney) Ditsch RHS '76

Myra Ditsch - July 11, 2019 at 01:42 PM

“

Dave, I'll always have fond memories of your Dad as a great role model at Church. I
wish you an your family well and you'll be in my thoughts and prayers in this difficult
time.
Steve Ashley

Steven S Ashley - July 11, 2019 at 12:32 AM

