Marilyn Jean Grafton
August 6, 1962 - January 13, 2022

Marilyn Jean Grafton, 59, of Lexington, Missouri, passed away on Thursday, January 13,
2022, at her home.
Visitation will be from 12:00 pm until 2:00 pm on Sunday, January 16, 2022, at WalkerNadler-Fuller Funeral Home, 1720 South Street, Lexington, MO, 64067. The family will
host a Celebration of Life will be on Sunday from 2:30 pm – 6:00 pm at The Elks Lodge,
801 Main Street, Lexington, MO, 64067. Memorials are suggested to the family in care of
Terry Grafton. Memories of Marilyn and condolences for her family may be left at www.Led
fordFamilyFH.com or on our Facebook Page.
Marilyn was born on August 6, 1962, to Harold and Vivian (Seats) Oaks in Monmouth,
Illinois. She attended Union High School in Illinois. She moved with her family to Arizona
where she graduated from Pleasant Valley High School in Phoenix in 1980. Marilyn
furthered her education at Arizona State University and graduated with a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Nursing. She was a devoted Registered Nurse for over 30 years with
spending over 25 years at the Lafayette Regional Health Center in Lexington, MO. Marilyn
was united in marriage to Terry Grafton on March 22nd, 1991 in Mobile, Alabama. She will
be remembered for her love of traveling to the beach but most of all the love she had for
her grandkids and family. Marilyn lived life to the fullest and was always putting others
before herself.
Marilyn is survived by her husband, Terry of Lexington, MO; her mother, Vivian Smith of
Lexington, MO; three children, Brad Grafton of Lexington, MO, Dillan Grafton (fiancé,
Maggie Miller) of Lexington, MO, and Dalton Grafton of Lexington, MO; two step-children,
Tara Grafton of Oquawka, IL, and Shane Grafton of Oquawka, IL; six grandchildren,
Kadence Grafton, Madalyn Grafton, Gavin Grafton, Tripp Grafton, Hudson Grafton, and
Seaton Grafton; two sisters, Debbie (Fred) Link of Oquawka, IL and Anita (LeRoy) Brent
of Oquawka, IL; and many nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her father
and stepfather, Charles Smith.
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Comments

“

Marilyn was in my daughter Maralea’s class and was at our home several times.
Always so sweet and polite. I am so saddened to hear of her passing.
Mary Jane (Goff) Martin

Mary Jane (Goff) Martin - January 23 at 08:36 PM

“

This news came to me as a shock.. What a beautiful woman you were Maryiln... I
Enjoyed every moment working side by side with you at LRHC.. May you rest in
peace Hawaiian girl... I will see you in Paradise.. May the Lord bless your family
during this time..

Felicia Warren - January 22 at 11:01 AM

“

I was truly blessed to work with Marilyn for 5 years. She is also who i credit with
saving my life because when my body went into septic shock she kept talking to me
so i wouldn't close my eyes and go. What an example of a great nurse....i just can't
believe she has passed....DeAnna

Deanna Grass - January 18 at 11:45 AM

“

There is nobody I would rather sit in the closet and play Barbies with, or hunt for
kittens in the barn, or sneak cigarettes, or look for boys than you my friend. From you
I learned courage and to be brave. I will forever carry your friendship on my heart.
Until we meet again. I love you Marilyn Oaks

Nancy Smith - January 16 at 03:45 PM

“

Marilyn was a hard working person who kept those who were around her grounded.
She could curse the world politely with a smile (at the correct time) and put a smile
on everyone's face. Marilyn was a great soul to know.

Monica a.k.a respiratory - January 16 at 02:37 PM

“

I’m so shocked and sorry to hear of Marilyn’s passing . She was a wonderful nurse
and a great mentor for new nurses. She was also a proud mom ! May she rest
peacefully on a beautiful white beach

Tammy Grannell - January 16 at 02:06 PM

“

This is sooo unreal! I have so, so many cherished memories with you Marilyn starting
from 6th grade and all through school until you moved. We may not have stayed in
touch over the years but. Oh..the "fun" we had ! You "fly" high and God Bless! Will
be seeing you ! Terry, you were apart of a lot of those memories and my heart is
with you and your family!

Lori Slover Cochran - January 15 at 10:26 PM

“

I have only known Marilyn for the past 2-1/2 years but she made me feel very
welcomed and at home at LRHC when I first started. Right away when I first met her
she reminded me of my aunt Jo who was also a nurse which made me feel even
more comfortable. I was very appreciative of her assistance and knew I could rely on
her. We could easily collaborate on patient care and ask each other questions. I also
got to know her personally and enjoyed visiting with her when there were a few
minutes here or there. In the fall of 2020, my mom spent 3 weeks at LRHC on swing
bed after breaking her hip. This time included Halloween. My mom was going to miss
seeing my kids dressed up in their costumes so we brought the kids out to the
hospital so my mom could see them through a window (during COVID and limited
visitors) where she could see them dressed up. Marilyn gave my mom some cookies
to give the kids for trick or treating. It made my mom’s day. I know she loved going to
Hawaii but I missed her for those two weeks she was on vacation and now I’m going
to miss her even more. I hope God has given her a permanent beach to rest upon.

Mary Porter - January 15 at 02:38 PM

“

LRHC and the community lost a great nurse. Our hearts are sad. Marilyn is now
watching over all us. Keep you memories close

Debbie Green - LRHC - January 15 at 01:50 PM

“

Marilyn was one of a kind. She was an amazing nurse and mother. She always
helped and supported the newer nurses. She was the one who hired me at LRHC.
She always shared her beautiful beach vacation pictures and she truly loved those
vacations. She will be missed by so many. My deepest condolences to her family .

LisaMarie - January 15 at 12:47 PM

“

I am shocked and deeply saddened by this news. With so many people coming and going
over the years, Marilyn was a constant and will be sorely missed.
shelly fisher hough - January 15 at 07:22 PM

“

Shelly- thank you for sharing this sad news of Marilyn's passing to your sister, so I was
informed also.
Marilyn was exactly a "Constant" as mentioned before- for many of us in health care, but
also for all of LRHC's patients as well!
She was always a joy to work with- when I was there, and as I returned to be seen, and
would pop in to say hi occasionally.
The community as a whole has lost a true advocate, who always provided the best of
herself!
May her family find peace in knowing- how much she was loved and that she transformed
alot of us healthcare professionals into some amazing people and healthcare workers.
I for one, am forever grateful!
Jennifer - January 17 at 12:24 PM

“

I will certainly miss this sweet lady. Marilyn was always happy to lend a hand and
always so very appreciative of every little thing done for her, she made me feel so a
part of the Med/Surg unit, it will certainly not be the same without her there. We
enjoyed exchanging stories of our grandchildren, she was so proud of hers and
always interested in hearing about mine.
Keeping Terry and the family in my prayers. Rest In Peace Marilyn and watch over all
of us.

Sharon K Ford - January 15 at 12:08 PM

“

Marilyn was a smart, hardworking and great nurse, sharing her experience and
mentoring many new nurses, including myself so many years ago. She was
dedicated to her family and friends and was not one to cut corners just to get the job
done faster. I have many memories of time spent with her and her family over the
years. She was my friend and I will miss her.
Terry, Bradley, Dillon and Dalton
I am not really sure how to express how sorry I am for your loss. Marilyn made a
difference in the lives of everyone she encountered and was loved by many. I am
here if there is anything that you need.

Kim Sunby - January 15 at 10:01 AM

“

A Full Life was purchased for the family of Marilyn Jean Grafton.

January 15 at 09:48 AM

“

Marilyn was one of the hardest working, dedicated, abs most caring people and
nurses I had the pleasure of working with during my time at LRHC. She cared about
abs for everyone and even helped to keep me as a younger physician in line. Gone
too soon, but left her world and those she was around better. Condolences and
prayers to her husband and family.

jeff Sattler - January 14 at 11:34 PM

“

I’m so sorry to hear about this. Marilyn’s family lived next door to mine in Biggsville,
Illinois. I used to babysit the three girls. But there was always a fourth, my sister,
Nancy, who was the same age as Marilyn. She would just show up & act like she
didn’t know I was there. It was a fun time, never a dull moment.
I didn’t know Marilyn as an adult but as ambitious & smart as she was as a child, I’m
sure she made her mark in everything she did.
My heartfelt sympathy goes out to Terry & the boys & to Vivian, Debbie & Anita.
Another Angel to watch over us.
My thoughts & prayers are with you all.
Love. Glenda Smith Osborne
(I’ve told mom & she is so sad about this & wants Vivian to know how much she
loves her. She won’t remember this in a few minutes. Her Alzheimers has
progressed, but she knew who Vivian was & that there were three girls.)
Take care & God Bless You.

Glenda Smith Osborne - January 14 at 11:08 PM

“

Marilyn was an awesome lady. She hired me when I started at LRHC in 2000. She
was a great person to work for and I will truly miss her. Terry I am sending prayers for
peace for you and your family.

Dianna Noltensmeyer - January 14 at 10:05 PM

