George "Joe" Edmunds
December 5, 1952 - December 19, 2021

George (Joe) Edmunds, 69, of Raytown, Missouri, formerly of Napoleon, Missouri passed
away December 19, 2021 at Advent Health, Merriam, Kansas. Visitation will be from 10:00
until 11:00 am, Monday, December 27, 2021 at St. Paul Evangelical Church, Napoleon. A
celebration of life service will also be on Monday at the church at 11:00 am. Burial will be
in the St. Paul Cemetery. Memorials may be made to the family, in care of Karen Edmunds
for a memorial to be established at Village Hospice at John Knox Village. Memories and
condolences may be left at www.LedfordFamilyFH.com. Arrangements have been
entrusted to Walker-Nadler-Fuller Funeral Home, 1720 South Street, Lexington, MO
64067, 660-259-2245.
Joe was born December 5, 1952 in Colquitt, Georgia to Elam "Demp" and Eva (Knight)
Edmunds. He was the youngest son of seven children.
He graduated from Seminole County High School in Donalsonville, Georgia and Albany
Technical College, Albany, Georgia with a degree in computer programming. Joe received
a call to ministry. He then attended Nazarene Bible College, Colorado Springs, Colorado
and graduated from Trevecca Nazarene College, Nashville, Tennessee with a BA in
Ministry. He later graduated from Nazarene Theological Seminary, Kansas City, Missouri
with a Master of Divinity Degree. After 25 years of pastoring in New York, Ohio, Kentucky
and Missouri, he completed a course in Clinical Pastoral Education to become a Chaplain.
St. Paul Evangelical Church was the last church he pastored. Joe's focus then changed,
and he worked as a hospice chaplain at John Knox Village, Lee's Summit, Missouri. He
devoted himself to helping meet the needs of people and their families going through the
end of life stages.
Joe met Karen Marie Applebee December 10, 1976. They married February 26, 1977 in
Auburn, New York. Son, Bryan Joel was born in May of 1980 just in time to attend his
dad's graduation from Trevecca,
Recently, Joe enjoyed traveling and camping with family and friends. When asked the

favorite spot he had visited, he said all were but if he had to choose one, it would probably
be Glacier National Park, Montana. God's beauty left him speechless!
Survivors include his wife, Karen Edmunds of Raytown, Missouri; son, Bryan and wife
Samantha of Overland Park, Kansas; grandchildren, Addie Edmunds, Robert Wayman,
Madeline Wayman and Sophia Wayman; sister, Janice Edmunds of Albany, Georgia;
brothers, Edwin Edmunds and wife Joyce of Sylvester, Georgia and Gerald Edmunds and
wife Karen of Aiken South Carolina; sister-in-law, Genita Edmunds of Albany, Georgia;
several aunts and uncles and many cousins, nieces and nephews.
Joe was preceded in death by his parents; and brothers, Eugene Edmunds and wife
Dorothy, Douglas Edmunds and James Edmunds and wife Karen.
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Comments

“

As a Hospice volunteer, I had the privilege to be around Joe on many occasions. He
was friendly, kind & brought joy to so many. When my mom was in Hospice care, he
was her chaplain. I shared with him her fear of dying. For some reason she was
afraid she wasn't "worthy". Joe did a masterful job of helping her to see the good she
had done in her life & let her know how her kindness far outweighed whatever
mistakes she felt she made. Mom was at peace when she died! Thanks, Joe.
Colleen Harris

Colleen Harris - December 30, 2021 at 11:23 AM

“

Their are so many sweet memories of Joe. Most recent was in October when we met
up at Brown County State Park to camp. Just watching the excitement on his face
and him snapping pictures at every turn. We have known Joe, Karen and Bryan
since 1986.And they have always been a joy and blessing to be around. We will miss
his smile, jokes, love, and our camping trips together for now. But we know that we
will see him again inside the gates of heaven. I'm sure he's taking every single detail
of heaven in. I think about a bridge we stopped to show them one day, and he
snapped so many pictures. We miss and love you Joe, until we meet again.

Jimmy and Deana Long - December 29, 2021 at 01:20 AM

“

I worked with Joe at Village Hospice for several years. Many times I was blessed to
witness the impact his kindness and humor had on the clients he served. It makes
me glad to hear that he was able to get out and spend time in the camper after his
retirement.

Chris Darrow - December 27, 2021 at 03:25 PM

“

I met Joe when I worked with him for a brief time at KUMC School of Nursing. He
was always cheerful and so helpful in a variety of ways. I am saddened to hear of his
loss and send my condolences to his family. Take comfort in knowing that you will
see him again one day.

Elizabeth Leach - December 26, 2021 at 04:15 PM

“

My favorite memory is the recent camping trips that Joe and his wife Karen and me
and my wife (also Karen, took this year together. In April, we took our camper with
Joe and Karen and our sister, Janice, in their camper to Charlestown,SC and the
Outer Banks, NC sightseeing the lighthouses along the way. But the best memories
of all were the ones from our trip with Joe and Karen in their camper this summer out
West. I am so very thankful for these memories of seeing so much of God’s
incredible creation with Joe. Wish we had more time to take more camping trips
together. Though we grieve now and miss him, we take great comfort in knowing we
will see him again in heaven. We love you Joe and have the hope and peace and
comfort that God gives us that we will be reunited and spend eternity together.

Jerry Edmunds - December 26, 2021 at 02:04 PM

“

My memory I would like to share is when Joe taught me to drive. At the time we had
an older large car and I am short like a lot of my mom's relatives (5', at of learning to
drive ) so large car could have been intimidating; however Joe had a wonderful gift
for making things fun as he also was always joking around which was a characteristic
passed down from our father and his family. We would drive on less traveled roads,
most of which had no lines painted to guide you, which was interesting and an
adventure to say the least for a beginner. We also went on dirt roads for me to get
use to that type of driving which was both hilarious and scary at times. On one outing
we decided, wouldn't it be fun to see how fast the car would go; which most
teenagers seem to think would be a good idea but it certainly isn't. Of course we
gave it a go and decided not to mention that adventure. I was very fortunate to have
Joe teach me to drive because he was so patient, kind and encouraging and always
made me laugh while I learned how to become a safe and good driver and we had
wonderful alone time together and had some great conversations. Those times
meant a lot since I was 15 when our father died suddenly while at work. Joe was
loved dearly by us all and I await the day I will be with him again.

Janice Edmunds, sister - December 25, 2021 at 09:32 AM

