Billy "Bill" Howard Beard
December 25, 1948 - December 29, 2017

Billy “Bill” Howard Beard, 69 of Odessa, Missouri passed away on Friday, December 29,
2017 at home.
Funeral services will be held at 1:00 p.m. Wednesday, January 3, 2018 at the Ralph O.
Jones Funeral Home, 306 S. 2nd St., Odessa, MO, 64076, 816-633-5524. Visitation will
be held from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, January 2, 2018 at the funeral home. Burial
will be in the Odessa Cemetery. Memorials are suggested to the Odessa R-7 Public
Foundation for sports activities, Kansas City Victory Outreach or Lee’s Summit Village
Hospice. Memories of Bill and condolences for family may be left at www.ralphojones.com
or on our Facebook Page.
Bill was born on December 25, 1948 in Odessa, Missouri to William R. and Betty Jean
(Adams) Beard. He graduated in 1966 from Odessa High School. On August 23, 1968 he
married Jane Delores (Clemons) Beard in Odessa. She preceded him in death on
September 24, 2011. Bill was a member of the St. George Catholic Church in Odessa. For
29 years Bill worked for Travomatic Corp. in Grain Valley, MO as a Plant Manager and
Engineering Manager. For the past 22 years, Bill has been employed as a Regional
Operations Manager for the Kansas City Division of CKS Packaging in Atlanta, Georgia. In
addition to spending time with family and friends, Bill enjoyed fishing, hunting, going to the
lake, camping and was an avid Bulldog sport’s fan.
Survivors include two children, Billy Beard of Odessa, MO and Jim Beard and wife Holly of
Odessa, MO; four grandchildren, Morgan, Sarah, Aubrey and Ryann Beard all of Odessa,
MO; a sister, Tawahna Davis-Hoffman of Odessa, MO.
Bill was preceded in death by his father, William R. Beard, his mother, Betty Jean (Adams)
Davis and his wife, Jane Delores Beard.

Cemetery
Odessa Cemetery
201 S Main St
Odessa, MO, 64076

Comments

“

I will miss talking to Bill about hunting and fishing adventures, such a great person to
visit with and to know. My thoughts are with his family.

George Odom
George Odom - January 08, 2018 at 11:15 AM

“

So sorry for your loss Jim and your family. My thoughts are with you.

Mary Polson - January 07, 2018 at 09:05 AM

“

Bill was a good neighbor and always enjoyed talking to him at sports events. Always
a good fan never out of control lol. My condolences to the whole family. Denny fieth

denny fieth - January 04, 2018 at 12:20 PM

“

Chrissy Gould sent a virtual gift in memory of Billy "Bill" Howard Beard

Chrissy Gould - January 03, 2018 at 12:33 PM

“

Prayers go out to Family and friends. Travis Germany and family.

Travis Germany - January 03, 2018 at 05:50 AM

“

Jason Beltz lit a candle in memory of Billy "Bill" Howard Beard

Jason Beltz - January 02, 2018 at 12:57 PM

“

The John Sewell Family purchased the Treasured Lilies Spray for the family of Billy
"Bill" Howard Beard.

The John Sewell Family - January 02, 2018 at 10:26 AM

“

Bill Beard was a great man and friend. I first met Bill when he was my little league
baseball coach. He would pitch batting practice to Billy and I and encourage us to do
our best. He coached effort, good sportsmanship and most of all having fun! Our
family paths crossed many times being from the same small home town and I went to
school with Billy and Jim and was in the same graduating class as Billy. We had
many things in common: loved God, loved our families, loved sports and loved to eat!
Bill Beard was cut from the same cloth as my Dad and I was privileged to be able to
tell him that before he passed! Next to my Dad he was one of the most influential
men in my life that played a huge part in making me the man I am today! In 1998, Bill
reached out to me through his son and asked me if I would be interested in working
for him as the Quality Manager at CKS Packaging. I told him yes and for the next 19
years he taught me way more than just how to make a plastic bottle! See Bill was
way more than a boss: he was a leader, coach, mentor, friend and father figure. He
was always there to lend a helpful hand or to give me advice on how he thought that
I should handle a situation. Bill Beard was truly a great man and will be missed! He
loved his family very much and they meant the world to him! There was not a day
that went by that he did not talk about them! I know that you and my Dad are up in
heaven right now telling hunting and fishing stories and talking about the big one that
got away... Take care my friend... Our Prayers go out to Billy, Jim and Holly and the
girls! They will miss their Poppy and we will too!
I love you Mr. Bill!
Devin Lundquist

Devin Lundquist - January 02, 2018 at 10:21 AM

“

CKS Packaging, Inc. purchased the Garden of Serenity Bouquet for the family of Billy
"Bill" Howard Beard.

CKS Packaging, Inc. - January 02, 2018 at 10:18 AM

“

1-2-2018
Bill Beard
I met Bill over 20 years ago when CKS purchased Markey Plastics out of bankruptcy.
I have told many of you the story of when we bought the company the existing plant
manager was leaving and we needed to find someone to run the plant. After
interviewing almost everyone in the plant they almost unanimously said “Bill Beard is
your man”. He is the man that should be running this plant. I said who is Bill Beard? I
was told he ran the engineering department with his right-hand man Bill Marsh.
I later met with Bill and found him to be a very humble, loyal, and very intelligent man
who appeared to be off high character. I later found out he was a Christian and
exactly the kind of individual we want running our operations. Bill agreed to take the
job and we discussed the potential of the plant. I told Bill this plant was a “Diamond in
the Rough”. It was like a diamond had been buried in the muck and we had to pull it
out, clean it off, and put it on display for all to see. The plant had so much potential
we just needed his leadership, his passion, his humbleness, to lead us to the finish
line and he did. Whenever we put out a directive from corporate he was always the
first to comply without fail every time. Even up to the last minute of his life he was still
leading, answering emails, asking questions, trying to move things forward. That is
who is was.
I understand that when we purchased the Empire plant, Bill gave Steve Foster that
same speech about the “Diamond in the Rough” and our Kimball plant is just that.
Every day they are getting closer to shining as I like to call it.
Bill love family and as Steve has written, he loved to talk about them and show
pictures of them. We both loved sports and talked about our kids and his
grandchildren playing sports. We both had something in common as our mother’s
names where Betty-Jean. I was so fortunate to be able to go with Lloyd Martin and
visit with Bill one more time. He was the total package of leading by example. We are
blessed to have known him and will deeply miss him not only as a great employee
but a great friend and great family man. He will go down as one of my all-time
favorite individuals. I can’t say enough good things about him.
Love you Bill.
John Sewell
CEO CKS Packaging

John Sewell - January 02, 2018 at 09:49 AM

“

I met Bill over 20 years ago when CKS purchased Markey Plastics out of bankruptcy.
I have told many of you the story of when we bought the company the existing plant
manager was leaving and we needed to find someone to run the plant. After
interviewing almost everyone in the plant they almost unanimously said “Bill Beard is
your man”. He is the man that should be running this plant. I said who is Bill Beard? I
was told he ran the engineering department with his right-hand man Bill Marsh.
I later met with Bill and found him to be a very humble, loyal, and very intelligent man
who appeared to be off high character. I later found out he was a Christian and
exactly the kind of individual we want running our operations. Bill agreed to take the
job and we discussed the potential of the plant. I told Bill this plant was a “Diamond in
the Rough”. It was like a diamond had been buried in the muck and we had to pull it
out, clean it off, and put it on display for all to see. The plant had so much potential
we just needed his leadership, his passion, his humbleness, to lead us to the finish
line and he did. Whenever we put out a directive from corporate he was always the
first to comply without fail every time. Even up to the last minute of his life he was still
leading, answering emails, asking questions, trying to move things forward. That is
who is was.
I understand that when we purchased the Empire plant, Bill gave Steve Foster that
same speech about the “Diamond in the Rough” and our Kimball plant is just that.
Every day they are getting closer to shining as I like to call it.
Bill love family and as Steve has written, he loved to talk about them and show
pictures of them. We both loved sports and talked about our kids and his
grandchildren playing sports. We both had something in common as our mother’s
names where Betty-Jean. I was so fortunate to be able to go with Lloyd Martin and
visit with Bill one more time. He was the total package of leading by example. We are
blessed to have known him and will deeply miss him not only as a great employee
but a great friend and great family man. He will go down as one of my all-time
favorite individuals. I can’t say enough good things about him.
Love you Bill.
John Sewell
CEO CKS Packaging

John Sewell - January 02, 2018 at 09:13 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Billy "Bill" Howard
Beard.

January 01, 2018 at 04:03 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Billy "Bill" Howard Beard.

December 31, 2017 at 04:22 PM

“

Tau Kappa Epsilon Family purchased the Full Of Love Bouquet for the family of Billy
"Bill" Howard Beard.

Tau Kappa Epsilon Family - December 31, 2017 at 04:17 PM

“

Luehrman Family lit a candle in memory of Billy "Bill" Howard Beard

Luehrman Family - December 30, 2017 at 08:29 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers go out to you.
Luehrman Family - December 30, 2017 at 08:30 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Billy Howard's passing. When I was a little girl, he was my hero. I
would set on his lap or he would play with me at Grandma Beard's all the time.
Prayers for peace, strength, and comfort during this time.
Treasa Beard Stockwell

Treasa J Stockwell - December 30, 2017 at 07:13 PM

“

Sandy Reed lit a candle in memory of Billy "Bill" Howard Beard

Sandy Reed - December 30, 2017 at 06:58 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Billy "Bill" Howard Beard.

December 30, 2017 at 04:40 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Bill's passing. We worked together for many years until I
retired in 2014. Bill was a great person and friend that was an inspiration for all that
knew him. Family and work was what Bill loved most and his ability to be a positive
example and role model made the greatest impressions on all of us that had the
privilege to know him. God bless Bill and his family in this time of loss. All of you are
in our prayers.
Roger Justice
8500 Vancouver Court
Louisville, KY 40228

Roger Justice - December 30, 2017 at 04:17 PM

“

So sorry and and sad to hear of Billy's loss...he always had a smile and was a nice guy and
classmate...prayers and sympathy to his family. ...
Sandy Reed - December 30, 2017 at 05:50 PM

“

To the family of Billy Beard. So sorry to hear of your loss. Billy was a kind and gentle
man. You have my deepest sympathy. Arluster Bass

Arluster Bass - December 30, 2017 at 03:45 PM

